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Section One: Styles

Classic Rock Power Chords and Suspensions
Classic rock power chords, or 5th chords, are made up of the root and fifth note of the major scale.

In the key of E, E is the root note and B is the 5th. The root is the first note of the major scale and
gives the chord its letter name. The 5th is the fifth note of the major scale and is played along with the
root. Another root is often added an octave higher or lower for a stronger, thicker sound.

Suspended power chords are built by adding the 4th scale note to the root and 5th notes. For
example, the note A is added to the E5 power chord (E and B) and becomes E suspended 4 (E, B, and
A), or Esusd,

Improvisational scales may be found below each chord section. You can use E minor pentatonic
scale variations to solo over the chords E5, A5, and B5.
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